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Ekolojik risk kentsel dimii
hﬂlanunﬂamcﬂhﬂﬂ]
nasil diniisiir?
insanlhik tarihinde hig olma-
dignmz kadar kentlestigimi-
zi ve diinyadaki varlifimizin
simirlarma dayandigimuz
simdiye kadar binlerce ez
duyduk. Bu sona giderken
duydugumuz toplu anksivete-
vi “yvatistiran” mekanizmalar
ise ekolojiyi uygunlastiran bir
dilde hareket ediyorlar. Risk
ongiriilmesi ve sonuglar he-
saplanmas gereken bir du-
rum; Istanbul’da risk sallanan
zemin iken New York'ta gelgit
sular olabilivor. Ekolojik risk
aym zamanda kentsel poli-
tikalarin manevralarina yer
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diiniisiim siiylemleri bu dep-
rem riski bogluunda yank-
lansyor. Risk bir gercek ve her
zaman durdugu yerde duru-
yor, ama onun sekillendirdigi
siylem kenti bir “felaket” yag-
masina {land grab) cevirmis
durumda. Kanal Istanbul pro-
jesi gibi, gecmiste birakalds-
i i bkt i li
biiyiik doga miihendisligi p:st

leri hala politik gii gisterisi
olarak kullanilirken kiigiik

bir bostan kendini “miisterek-
lik” tartismasinin merkezinde
bulabilivor. Bu bostanda pay-
lagim hakk: iddia edenler aym
zamanda Karadeniz'in hidro-
lojik dzelliklerini geri dimniile-
st bl il dipisiivece]

agan bir bogluk yaratti; bugiin yapay bir kanala itiraz etme

bircok baska sehirde oldugu
gibi, istanbul'da da kentsel

hakkim kendilerinde bulabi-
lirler mi?

(e

IN THE ECOLOGY

OF RISK

How does ecological risk
turn into neoliberal specu-
lation in the context of ur-
ban transformation? By this
time, we already have heard
a thousand times that we
have never been so0 urbani-
zed in human history and
maybe we have reached our
limits on this world. The col-
lective anxiety towards this
end is constantly “soothed”
through mechanisms that
use of a co-opted langua-

ge of ecology. Risk needs to
be foreseen and calculated;
in Istanbul, risk is the shaky
ground, in New York it is
the tidal water. The ecologi-
cal risk created a vacuum for
maneuvers of the urban po-
litics; today the entire disco-
urse of urban transformati-

on in Istanbul, like in many
other places, finds echoes in
this earthquake speculati-
on vacuum. Risk is there as

it always has been, but the
city has turned into a gro-
und for “catastrophe” land
grab. While long-abandoned
totalitarian grand gestures
of nature-engineering con-
tinue to be tools of political
power through projects like
Kanal Istanbul, a small scale
community vegetable garden
finds itself at the heart of the
“commoning” discussion, Do
the people who have rights to
this garden also have rights
to the Black Sea to oppose an
artificial canal that will ir-
reversibly change the hydro-
logy of it?

PROPHECIES

ON THE URBAN
SPACE THROUGH
THE CRYSTAL BALL

OF SUSTAINABILITY
Sonay Aykan
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IN THE AFTERMATH
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