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Urban.anex, Tuzla, Istanbul, 2008

Ddrlp 
Since founding his office in 2005, Boğaçhan Dündaralp has
been exploring the research and development aspect of
architectural practice. By entering competitions, organising
workshops and summer schools, and writing, he seeks out new
means of production for which design research can be
undertaken. The Urban.annex project, designed with Pelin Tan
for the Bauhaus Awards 2008 competition, for example,
highlights the social and economic problems of the workers at
Istanbul’s Tuzla shipyards. The intention is to make these
problems visible and present a model for the interaction of the

Lunchbox, Newark, New Jersey, US, 2008
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MERT EYiLER, MiMAR ATÖLYESi (MEMA)
The works of Mert Eyiler, founder of MEMA, are living
environments, shaped according to the physical and perceptual
needs of their users. This user-oriented approach is
strengthened by the architect’s close relationship with his
clients. Most of his projects draw on collaborators from other
disciplines, such as art and sociology. His Lunchbox project
(with fievin YIIldIIz for the Live the Box competition held in
2008) is a former Westinghouse factory site in Newark, New
Jersey, that is to be transformed into a housing settlement

different actors – workers, shipyard owners and architects.
Dündaralp has achieved this by designing housing for up to
2,500 shipyard workers that provides both private and
community spaces. (The workers are largely immigrants who
are a long way from their families). By rehabilitating the
lagoon next to the shipyards, and transforming its shore into a
multifunctional recreation area where citizens and workers can
interact, the project is not only provides an architectural
solution to the housing needs of the workers; it also creates a
socially sustainable urban area.

constructed out of shipping containers. Taking into
consideration the demographics of the city’s population, and
by leaving as much space for public areas as for houses,
Lunchbox proposes an urban scene in which living and
commercial activities overlap. The shipping containers are
positioned for maximum daylight and interaction with the city,
and the garden is also composed of containers since the soil at
the site has been contaminated by the former industry. 4
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